[bookmark: _GoBack]Astrobiology and Society Focus Group  -- Web Meeting Minutes  6/28/12
	        		Co-Chairs  Margaret Race & Kathryn Denning

Video Archive of Meeting: http://connect.arc.nasa.gov/p2jt2zf3n5b/

Agenda:
  Welcome & Introductions  
  Overall AB & S Focus Group Goals 
  Review Projects Underway or Identified 
  Discussion & Other Ideas?
  Meeting Schedule & Format?
  Effective Communications? 

Participants 
At NAI: Margaret Race, Kathryn Denning, Carl Pilcher, Marco Boldt, Estelle Dodson,
Melissa Kirven-Brooks, Jen Blank 
Online: 
Al Harrison (Prof Emeritus UC Davis) Social Psychology/SETI
Bill Kramer (U HI) Poli Sci grad student (property rights ET etc.)
Katherine Wright (CU Boulder) Microbiology/ new Astrobio primer/ health
Connie Bertka (Smithsonian) Religion/Science interface
Daniella Scalice, NAI E/PO
Katherine Wright U Houston) Anthropology
Erik Persson (Sweden, Univ. Lund)
Ian Lowrie (U Houston) PhD Student Anthro
Jacob Haqq-Misra (Blue Marble Science Inst.) Intersection of Sci-Society/SETI
Kay Ferrari (JPL Solar System Ambassadors)(U Wisc Astrobio NAI member)
Linda MacDonald Glenn, Singularity Univeristy
Lucas Mix (U Az) Religion & Sci/teacher (co-Author first Astrobiol Primer)
Mark Lupisella (NASA/Goddard) Astrobiology/Space Flight/ PP/ Modeling   contamination of Human-Mars expedition)
Nicki Chambers (High School Astrobiology)
Rachel Zimmerman Brachman (JPL media lead Titan and other teams)
Sanjoy Som (Postdoc , Ames with Tori H) Computer-Sci interface, sci communic. 
Sara Walker (Astrobiology Postdoc, ASU)
William Alba, Developing “Earth Tapestry” for ET communication protocol 
 
ALL- Participant Introductions and areas of interest 

Margaret Race & Kathryn Denning - Review of Astrobiology and Societal Issues Roadmap Workshop (2009- supported by NAI Director’s Discretionary Funds (DDF); subsequent NAI  proposal for a Focus Group on AB & Society; ExComm concerns about potentially controversial topics beyond typical AB science 

Carl Pilcher: NAI Ex Comm. discussed concerns about 1) the breadth of the roadmap (too broad to be a focus group?) and 2) potential for controversy—especially in areas of religion and science.  Ex Comm approved Focus group with initial objectives to: a) build an interdisciplinary research community on issues, b) develop an online resource and literature database for researchers within NAI and beyond, and c) consider  what kind of information the public will need if and when ET life is discovered.  Focus group will be a 3 yr. experiment—with measures to evaluate effectiveness

Group Discussion:  Agree with need to limit scope top several specific tasks… however, while people understand the sensitivity about controversy, there’s a need to engage controversial topics—educate and inform people about AB facts—while not advocating positions.  (other comments:  As science understanding changes, we can expect to see views and even policies shift (as they did in post-Copernican times);  when ALH84001 was discovered, the media interviewed religious experts regardless if they had up-to-date science information; important to consider the impact of astrobiology on society as well as anticipate impacts of society upon astrobiology research.   It is the scientific community’s responsibility to ensure that accurate information is available—including more than just the science perspective.

Denning and Race - provided details on plans for getting the online database and virtual space up and ready for providing information relevant to both scientists and researchers interested in AB & S issues and collaboration.   Kathryn will notify people when and how to upload information to the site.    Race and Denning will also circulate the recently accepted journal paper on the Astrobiology and Societal Roadmap workshop as well as initial focus group plans.  Brief overview of current proposed ideas for focus group activity (others may be added—not possible to do all)

Group Discussion:  	there was a consensus that we should focus on ‘issues’ rather than specific disciplinary areas per se.  (e.g., don’t divide into separate legal,  ethical, political , religious or behavioral areas--  but  think about  big ‘issues’—like impacts of increasing activities in space; balancing uses by commercial, private, international, science, and other stakeholders, etc.; implications of microbial ET life on future plans to study, use or exploit celestial bodies;  planetary defense, hazardous asteroids, and sustainability of life;  evolutionary trajectories of life in the face of astrobiology and emerging technologies, etc.) .   Recognizing that we need to start with just several sub-tasks, the group agreed to emphasize:

Collect names & information about FG people, expertise, interests, issues--Gather information from everyone on suggested issues and disciplines of importance in non-science areas. 

 Identify  non-astrobiology conferences where interdisciplinary sessions would be of interest and likely to result in new research attention.  (beyond usual academic science meetings).   Use future web meetings/ sub-groups to eventually downselect 2-3 conferences etc.  Identify deadlines, locations, people etc.) 

Begin preparing how to communicate with public about the discovery of ET life.  Al Harrison , Daniella Scalice, and Margaret Race agreed to spearhead a sub-group to determine how to organize the task  (e.g., who are the audiences, what information/education is needed by different groups (e.g. scientists and non-scientists, multi-cultural, international, stakeholders; science deniers); who will be impacted and how?  risks/payoffs;  What images/visuals would be helpful?  Develop Communication Plan(s) for ‘discovery’ scenarios? Etc.

Consider developing a Primer on Astrobiology and Society— it will likely be separate from the comprehensive Astrobiology science primer.   Format and topical coverage need discussion in advance.   Lucas Mix, Kathryn Denning, Katherine Wright, will work on format, advisability etc.

Use Focus Group Website to communicate about sub-group tasks.  Linda Glenn volunteered to help update the FG website.   Also; Identify people in NAI centers and elsewhere who might be interested in participating (expand email list) 

OTHER - ideas for later consideration or discussion? [Parking Lot items]
Develop plans for FG evaluation (metrics and data keeping thru time)
 Revisit AB and Society Roadmap goals; prioritize original objectives 
Gather historical AB and ET survey data; Make info available
Develop case materials for possible interdisciplinary courses in AB
How to educate scientists, commercial communities re: issues, implications?
What, if anything, should we do in face of growing commercial activities?
Books?  Workshops?

Meeting and Communication Overview: Discussed preferences for web meeting format, frequency, and scheduling.  (Probably 1 hr meetings during academic yr.)   Will use doodle survey to find dates for next couple meetings.  ???Tentative next meeting around mid August.  
	
ACTION ITEMS: (separate emails to follow)
Everyone to contribute:
Send names of people who might be interested in knowing of our group
Send names of professional societies and upcoming conferences to consider for potential AB sessions

Race & Denning 
Send copies of draft AB & Societal Issues paper
Send web meeting video to participants.  (see archive website above)
Guidelines on what/how to post info to FG website
Develop/distribute info on uploading/organizing literature for AB & S database
Send ‘invitation’ and information letters to potential new FG participants 

FOCUS GROUP WEBPAGE AND LINKS:
http://astrobiology.nasa.gov/focus-groups/current/astrobiology-and-society/intro/
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